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In the sixteenth century work in arithmetic had entered the Latin schools to a considerable extent; but to the great mass of children of the common people neither school men nor statesmen gave any thought before 1525. The first regulation of any value in this line is the Bavarian Schudordnungk de anno 1548 which introduced arithmetic as a required study into the village schools. Aside from an occasional use of finger-reckoning, this computation was either a computation upon lines with counters or a figure-computation. In both cases the work began with practice in numeration in figures. To perform an operation with counters a series of horizontal parallels was drawn upon a suitable base. Reckoned from below upward each counter upon the 1st, 2d, 3d, . . . line represented the value 1, 10,100, . . ., but between the lines they represented 5, 50, 500,.....The following figure shows the rep-